
Bio blurb – from a letter to Gene Lerner Feb 7 2004 

 

Jefferson's entry onto the scene was unique. Having enrolled in Sacks’ Spring 

1965 Sociology course at UCLA to fulfill one remaining requirement for her 

B.A. degree in Dance, she stayed on after graduation continuing to audit his 

lectures, and began making transcripts for him of the lectures and of the 

taperecorded conversations he used in the research he reported in those lectures.   

 In 1966, Sacks  found a way to pay her for her work: Jefferson began her 

distinguished research career with the improbable title  -- and not infrequently 

the work, of ‘clerk/typist’ (for both Sacks and Harold Garfinkle), which 

continued from 1966 until 1968 at UCLA  (where she also began to do some 

unofficial teaching, working with those of Sacks’ students who had gotten the 

lowest marks on their mid-term papers) , and, following a move to UCI by 

Sacks and several of his students, at UCI until 1970.  

 It was only when UCI could no longer keep her on as a clerk/typist 

working for but one professor,  that Sacks persuaded Jefferson to formally enter 

the graduate program in the department of social sciences, now with the title -- 

and the work, of ‘teaching assistant’. She took her Ph.D. in 1972. 

 The transcribing work she did from 1965 on, afforded her continuous and 

concentrated access to the details of the taperecorded materials, and required 

that those details be faithfully attended and reproduced. By pointing out some of 

the fine grained orderlinesses that such attention revealed, Jefferson has 

provided Conversation Analysis with significant resources for its development 

into the meticulously empirical discipline that it aims to be.  

Or something. 

 

Now I’m going to have lunch, and after lunch I’m going to paddle around in 

Watergate a while. Tomorrow I’ll get started with the aaarrrghhh style sheet. 

Love, 

Gail 

 


