
“On a vita update she made in June 1993, she considered 
herself  “retired” since 1987, although there’s a list of pre-
sented papers and seminars between 1987 and 1993. I 
guess that since she had absolutely no connection to an 
university, she put down “retired”. Perhaps she was even a 
bit mad about the fact that no-one was helping her.”

Albert Stuulen, private e-mail exchange October 28, 2009

HELSINKI 1988 (1996)  

MANCHESTER 1978-1981

John Lee.
Project on Troubles Talk.

Auli Hakulinen and 
Marja-Leena Sorjonen
Data sessions and CA course
The non-correction paper

YORK 1983-1986 

Paul Drew.  The Holt corpus 
(1985, 1986, 1988)
Regular visits before and 
after 1983-86.

RINSUMAGEEST

Moved permanently to the Netherlands 
in 1986.  Lived first in Delft (1986) and 
then in Rinsumageest. Married to Albert 
Stuulen 1987 in Vegas.

TILBURG 1981- 1983 
Konrad Ehlich 
Project on overlapping talk

“Specifically about overlap. When I started transcribing for 
him, Harvey told me not to worry about the “interruptions”, 
but they were so fascinating I couldn’t stay away from 
them.. At some point I suggested we systematically refer 
to the thing as ‘overlap’ (a term he did use, but sort of 
alternately with ‘interruption’), and leave it to analysis 
whether ‘interruption’ was involved.” 

Jefferson in a letter to Gene Lerner

ODENSE. 1994-2007

Johannes Wagner.  
The Watergate Corpus.
Data sessions PhD courses.

GRONINGEN, UTRECHT, AMSTERDAM.  
FROM 1982 ONWARDS,
Hanneke Houtkoop,  Harrie Mazeland, 
Paul ten Have.
Visits and regular data sessions

   Jefferson’s entry onto the scene was unique. Having en-

rolled in Sacks’ Spring 1965 Sociology course at UCLA to ful-

fill one remaining requirement for her B.A. degree in Dance, 

she stayed on after graduation continuing to audit his lec-

tures, and began making transcripts for him of the lectures 

and of the taperecorded conversations he used in the re-

search he reported in those lectures.  
 In 1966, Sacks  found a way to pay her for her work: Jef-

ferson began her distinguished research career with the im-

probable title  -- and not infrequently the work, of ‘clerk/

typist’ (for both Sacks and Harold Garfinkle), which contin-

ued from 1966 until 1968 at UCLA  (where she also began to do 

some unofficial teaching, working with those of Sacks’ stu-

dents who had gotten the lowest marks on their mid-term pa-

pers) , and, following a move to UCI by Sacks and several of 

his students, at UCI until 1970. 
 It was only when UCI could no longer keep her on as a 

clerk/typist working for but one professor,  that Sacks per-

suaded Jefferson to formally enter the graduate program in 

the department of social sciences, now with the title -- and 

the work, of ‘teaching assistant’. She took her Ph.D. in 1972.

 The transcribing work she did from 1965 on, afforded her 

continuous and concentrated access to the details of the ta-

perecorded materials, and required that those details be 

faithfully attended and reproduced. By pointing out some of 

the fine grained orderlinesses that such attention revealed, 

Jefferson has provided Conversation Analysis with signifi-

cant resources for its development into the meticulously em-

pirical discipline that it aims to be. 
Or something.

Now I’m going to have lunch, and after lunch I’m going to 

paddle around in Watergate a while. Tomorrow I’ll get start-

ed with the aaarrrghhh style sheet.
Love,
Gail

BIO BLURB 

From a letter to Gene Lerner 
Feb 7 2004.
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